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Testimony of Jeffrey Tang on February 22, 2023 in opposition to H.B. 5653 
De a r  Dis ting uish e d  M e m b e r s  of t h e  Le gisla t u r e ,

I a sk  you  to  op po se  HB5 6 5 3  b e c a u s e  it  wo uld  m a k e  ou r  co m m u ni tie s  a n d  p e o ple  less  
s afe,  p a r ticul a rly a n d  disp ro po r tion a t ely t h e  m o r e  vuln e r a ble  po p ula tions  of p eo ple  of 
colo r  a n d  p e o ple  of lowe r  inco m e  of all r a c e s.  As a  b ro w n-skin n e d  m a n  wi th  a  blu e-
colla r  job, t his  bill looks  like  a n  a t t e m p t  to  p u nish  p eo ple  like  m e  for  d a rin g  to  lea r n  
h o w to  d efe n d  o u r s elves  a g ains t  t h e  c ri min als  w hich  t h e  S t a t e  t r e a t s  so  leni e n tly. The  
fac t  t h a t  t his  bill co m e s  a s  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  of wo m e n  a n d  p e o ple  of colo r  h ave  r e c e n tly 
b e co m e  g u n  own e r s  is d e s pic a ble  a n d  r a cis t .  

In  my  c a p a ci ty a s  t h e  Tre a s u r e r  of t h e  S t r a tfo r d  Gu n  Collec to r s  Associa tion,  I h a n dle  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  t a bl e  d u tie s  a t  ou r  g u n  s ho ws.  I co nsid e r  it  a  poin t  of p rid e  t h a t  a t  o u r  
g u n  s ho ws, I h av e  s e e n  a  n o tice a ble  u p tick  in  p eo ple  of color, p a r tic ul a rly Black  n e w  
g u n  ow n e r s.  You c a n  t ell bo t h  by t h e  w ay t h ey  m ov e  a n d  look a t  t hin g s,  a n d  by  t h e  
issu e  d a t e  on  t h ei r  pi s tol p e r mi t s.  S p e akin g  wi th  t h e s e  n e w  g u n  own e r s,  w ho  a r e  oft e n  
wo m e n,  t h ey' r e  e a g e r  to  le a r n  ho w  to  u s e  t h ei r  n e w  fir e a r m s  to  d efe n d  t h e m s elves.  I 
a lw ays  m a k e  s u r e  t h ey  k no w w h e r e  t h e  a m m u ni tion  s elle r s  a r e ,  b e c a u s e  le a r nin g  h o w 
to  s hoo t  a c c u r a t ely in a  s t r e s sful d efe n sive  si t u a tion  r e q ui r e s  a  lot  of p r a c tic e,  w hic h  
m e a n s  a  lot  of a m m u nition.  Th a t  m e a n s  t ho u s a n d s  of ro u n d s  ove r  t h e  co u r s e  of s eve r al  
ye a r s .  Exp e ri e nc e d  shoo t e r s  s till n e e d  to  ke e p  u p  t h ei r  skills  by  p r a c ticin g  r e g ula rly.

Im posin g  a n  a d di tion al  excis e  t ax  of t wo  a n d  five c e n t s  p e r  ro u n d  of a m m u ni tion  (a bo u t
2 0 %  a t  c u r r e n t  p ric es) is a  h e avy b u r d e n,  a n d  t his  r e s t s  m o s tly on  t hos e  w ho  a r e  
m a kin g  t h e  effo r t  to  b e  r e s po n sible.  As a nyon e  w ho  r e a d s  t h e  n e w s  c a n  a t t e s t ,  
c ri min als  do n ' t  c a r e  if t h ey s hoo t  so m e o n e  t h ey  did n ' t  w a n t  to. But  r e s po n sibl e  g u n  
ow n e r s  w ho  w a n t  to  p ro t ec t  t h e m s elves  a n d  t h ei r  love d  o n e s  fro m  t hos e  c rimin als  
lit e r ally lay a w a k e  a t  nig h t  wo r rying  a b o u t  w h a t  co uld  h a p p e n  if t h ei r  t r ainin g  isn ' t  
good  e no u g h  a n d  t h ey fail to  s to p  a n  a t t a cking  c rimin al or, wo r s e,  ev e n  h a r m  so m eo n e  
t h ey  do n ' t  in t e n d  to.  

The  timin g  of t hi s  n e w  p ro pos e d  t ax co m e s  af t e r  a n  influx of p eo ple  of color  a n d  
wo m e n  to  t h e  g u n-ow nin g  co m m u ni ty. It  m a k e s  it  s e e m  like  law m a k e r s  a r e  af r aid  of 
“thos e  p e o ple” exe rcisin g  t h ei r  r ig h t s .  As o n e  of “thos e  p eo ple” I find  t his  ve ry 
offe nsive. I im a gin e  t h e  poll t axe s  a n d  lit e r a cy t e s t s  for  vot e r s  fel t  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w ay 
to  t ho se  d e nie d  t h ei r  r ig h t  to  vote  by r a cis t  a n d  cla ssis t  law m a k e r s .

With  t h e  g ro win g  b elief a m o n g  p e o ple  of colo r  t h a t  t h e  police  will n ei t h e r  s e rve  no r  
p ro t e c t  u s ,  t h e  le gisla t u r e  n e e d s  to  do  b e t t e r  t h a n  p u nish  p eo ple  like  m e  for  t rying  to  
r e s po n sibly p ro t e c t  mys elf a n d  my  love d  o n e s  w hile  bl a min g  m e  for  c rimin al s hoo tin gs  
a n d  do m e s tic  violenc e.  Th e r e  a r e  b e t t e r  w ays  to  r e d u c e  viole nc e  t h a n  by  t axing  t h e  
b a sic  h u m a n  rig h t  to  d efe n d  a g ains t  a t t a ck.  I t r u s t  you  will m a k e  t h e  r ig h t  d e cision  a n d
vote  a g ains t  t hi s  bill w hic h  m a k e s  all Con n e c ticu t  r e sid e n t s  less  s afe.

Th a nk  you  for  you r  ti m e  a n d  t h e  wo rk  you do  in  o u r  gove r n m e n t.
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